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ANNUAL REPORTS 
Tabling of Paper — Statement by Leader of the House 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [5.03 pm]: This is not a further answer but 
it is the opportunity that I have to do this. I table the Department of Communities’ 2019–20 annual report. I also 
table further notice given under section 65 of the Financial Management Act 2006 from the Minister for Housing 
informing the house of a late tabling of the 2019–20 annual report for the Housing Authority. 
[See papers 4489 and 4490.] 

Point of Order 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I rise under standing order 4(2), which reads — 

In all cases that are not provided for in these Standing Orders or by Temporary or other Orders, the 
President shall determine a matter with reference to the custom and practice of the Council, and may refer 
to parliamentary practice in other relevant jurisdictions. 

The Leader of the House has just tabled the annual report for the Department of Communities. I received a memo 
earlier today advising that the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations requires members to 
lodge any questions that they have with regard to annual reports by 5.00 pm tomorrow. My point of order to you, 
Madam President, under standing order 4, is that it is unfair and unreasonable for members of Parliament to be 
expected to digest what I suspect will be a very significant annual report from this megadepartment and expect 
members to then put questions on notice via the electric lodgement system within less than 24 hours. I seek your 
ruling on that matter.  
The PRESIDENT: Member, I appreciate you raising that issue. But although you might think there is a constraint 
on putting questions on notice for that particular report, it does not prevent the member from raising questions at 
the appropriate time during the session of estimates that deals with that report, whenever that occurs. Therefore, it 
does not prevent a member from asking questions in due course. There is no point of order on this occasion. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Madam President, further to that point of order, can I just draw this to your attention. 
Unlike in the other place, it is not guaranteed that every department that tables an annual report will be called for 
a hearing. The Department of Communities is unique, because it is a megadepartment, with multiple, if you like, 
sub-agencies within it. It is the custom and practice of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations 
to call parts of that department, not necessarily the whole department. This is the difficulty that members find 
themselves in, because of that situation. I respect that this is perhaps unusual, but I just draw this to your attention. 
The PRESIDENT: Member, I might just take that on board and come back at a later stage with a response to that. 
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